
 

 

 

2017 Powys Devil Pre-Event Information 
Thank you for entering the Powys Devil Sportive. Please take some time to read the information below, 

which we’ve prepared to help ensure a safe, enjoyable day for all.  The event is non-competitive, it’s NOT a 

race and is run under standard highway conditions.  Riders must abide by the rules of the road at all times. 

 

Contact details 

Main point of contact will be Anna on 07501 495868 
Secondary point of contact (please only call if above number unavailable) 07971 391507 
 

Route 

There have been no amendments to the route but please only use the gpx files supplied with this briefing 

as these supersede any previously supplied routes. 
 

The route will be clearly marked (please see below for more details). 
 

We recommend that you also carry the route with you either electronically or in paper map format. A4 

paper maps showing an overview of the route will be available at registration.  
 

A 1:50k scale OS route map will be on display at the start and at each of the feed stations. 

 

Event HQ & Parking  

The start/finish point for the sportive is: 

Drover Cycles 
Forest Road 
Hay on Wye 
HR3 5EH 
 
Drover Cycles has a free car park with space for c.30 
vehicles.  Overflow parking is available on Forest Road. 
Please park sensibly and follow instructions from 
marshals. 
 
There are toilets and changing facilities on site.  
 
Directions 

 If approaching from the West, enter the town along Brecon Road.  As the road swings to the left turn 
right onto Forest Road, signposted Capel-y-Ffin.   

 If approaching from the Golden Valley, follow the B4348 past Hay Castle and the large public car park.  
At the end of this road (Oxford Road) turn left, signposted Brecon.  Go down the hill passing The Swan 
Hotel on your right and take the next left onto Forest Road, signposted Capel-y-Ffin. 

 If approaching from the East, turn left off the A438 at Clyro.  Follow the B4351 for just over a mile.  
Cross the bridge over the River Wye and turn right onto Broad Street passing clock tower on left.  Keep 
straight ahead at the top of the hill and pass The Swan Hotel on your right.  Take the next left onto 
Forest Road, signposted Capel-y-Ffin. 



Pre Ride 

Please ensure that your bike is in good working order before embarking on the ride.  Track pumps, lube 

and basic tools will also be available at Event HQ for any last-minute adjustments.  

 

Please wear appropriate clothing for the time of year and the conditions on the day.  Bear in mind that you 

might quickly get cold on the more exposed sections of the ride if the weather is inclement.  

 

Wearing a cycle helmet is mandatory for all riders. Lights, particularly a rear red light, are strongly 

recommended.  

 

Food and drink will be available at the feed stations (see below) but it’s essential that you carry enough to 
keep you going between stops. 
 
Registration  

Once you have parked, please make your way to registration. Please do not attempt to register before 7.00am as the 

registration desk will not be open.  Early arrivals are welcome to tuck in to complimentary hot and cold drinks, 
porridge and bacon rolls. 
  
At registration you will be given a rider number.  Please attach this to your bike so that it can be seen from 
directly in front of the bike. Zip ties will be supplied.  
 
Registration and departure times will be strictly adhered to and these are as follows: 
 

 LONG ROUTE - registration opens at 7.00am and you may depart from 7.30am - 8.00am. 

 MEDIUM & SHORT ROUTES - registration opens at 7.30am and you may depart from 8.00am - 9.00am. 
 
Feed Stations 

There are three feed stations: 
 
 Distance from start point 

Feed Station Short (83km) Route Medium (114km) Route Long (203km) Route 

Henderson Hall, Talybont-on Usk 50km 50km 78km 

Myddfai Community Hall N/A N/A 129km 

Aberedw Village Hall N/A 90km 179km 

 
All feed stations will have a selection of sweet and savoury food as well as energy products.  Track pumps, 

lube and basic tools will also be available at the feed stations.  

 

Vegetarian, vegan and gluten-free options will be available but please let us know if you have special 

dietary requirements so that we can make sure everyone is adequately fed and watered. 

 

Medical Support/ Cover 

Qualified first aiders will be available during the event to attend to any riders in need of first aid and to call 

for emergency medical support if required.  If you are feeling unwell or injure yourself, or if you are 

concerned about another rider, please call 07501 495868. In the event of a medical emergency, call 999. 

 

If you decide not to finish the ride / not to return to HQ please call or text 07501 495868 to let us know. 

 



Route signage 
The route is clearly signposted with 

pink arrows on a black background 

(all routes).   

 

Route splits will be clearly marked 

with signs before the split, at the 

split and confirmation of which 

route you are on after the split.  

 

Feed stations will be clearly signed 

and warning triangles will be in 

place to make you aware of any 

particular hazards 

 

For your safety and enjoyment on 

the day, please take a minute to 

familiarise yourself with the signs. 

 

Mechanical Support 

It is important that you check your 

bike is in good working order before 

embarking on the ride and that you 

carry an adequate supply of spares / 

a repair kit.  However, should you 

need assistance please call or text 

07501 495868 and we will get to 

you as soon as possible. We will 

have a broom wagon sweeping the 

course throughout the day. 

 

During the Ride 

 

Safety 

 You are riding on open roads, be alert to the vehicles you share the road with and always follow the 

Highway Code. 

 Please ride responsibly and don’t take unnecessary risks – your actions could have serious 

consequences.  Think about your position on the road, other road users and local residents. 

 You are responsible for your own actions. Do not assume it is safe to cross a junction or continue when 

you see a marshal, always check it is safe to continue yourself. 

 Always ride on the correct side of the road. Ride no more than two abreast and single out on narrow 

roads or any sections where visibility is limited. If you approach a horse and rider from behind, 

remember to SLOW down, shout out and give plenty of space when passing. 

 



Be prepared to encounter potential hazards on the route. In particular, we would draw your attention to: 

 Uneven / loose road surfaces including gravel and mud; 

 Cattle grids and livestock, especially on the Hay-Llanthony road and The Tumble; 

 Other road users, particularly at junctions and where the route joins or crosses more major roads; 

 Green Man Festival at Glanusk Estate may mean extra traffic / marshalls on B4558 after Crickhowell; 

 Roadworks.  There are no road closures/diversions but some temporary traffic lights are in operation. 

 

Respect 

Please respect the environment and ALL other road users.  Do not litter – take your rubbish with you or 

discard it at feed stations.  We all have a part to play; rider behaviour is crucial in protecting the future of 

cycling events on the public highway.  

 

Post Ride 

We’ve got a post-ride line up which we hope will keep you motivated! 

 BBQ as well as complimentary soup, cake and hot and cold drinks. 

 Complimentary massage from local student Marissa Bartle, who will be offering sports and soft tissue 

therapy post-event, either for general sore legs or any other niggles. 

 Goody bags and medals (you are welcome to collect the former at registration if you prefer). 

 

Please ensure you collect all personal belongings from Event HQ before heading home.  

Feedback questionnaires will be sent out after the event and we welcome all your feedback! 

 

Sponsors / Event Partners 

Many thanks to the following brands for supporting the 2017 Drover Cycles Sportive Series. 

  
 

 

 

Charity partner 

 

 

For 2017 we decided we would like to help raise awareness and funds 

for a charity. There are so many good causes out there but we chose 

Mind because we believe mental health is something that should be 

more widely discussed and treated without stigma.  

Why Mind? A few years ago we lost our friend, Neil Lawton, and wanted to do something to remember him.  Neil 

was a bundle of exuberant energy and loved all things two-wheeled – you’d have had a job catching him on a climb 

up to Gospel Pass! Tragically he took his own life when he was at a low point and could see no light at the end of the 

tunnel.  Mind provides support and advice which can help people get through difficult times, work out a way forward 

and live life to the full once more. 
 

We will have collection boxes at the sportive HQ on the day or you can donate online via www.mind.org.uk 

We are offering a free place (a refund if you’ve already paid) to any rider who raises £250 or more for the charity. 

 

 

https://www.mind.org.uk/get-involved/giving-to-mind/donate/

