
 

 

 

 

 

2018 Shropshire Devil Pre-Event Information 
Thank you for entering the Drover Cycles Shropshire Devil Sportive. Please take a few minutes to read the 

information below, which we have prepared to help ensure a safe, enjoyable day for all. 

The event is non-competitive, it is NOT a race. It is run under standard highway conditions therefore all 

riders must abide by the rules of the road at all times. 
 

Route 

There have been minor amendments to the routes due to the postponement of the event and the most 

recent conditions. Please only use the gpx files supplied with this briefing as these supercede any 

previously supplied routes. 
 

The route will be clearly marked with pink arrows on a black background (all routes).  An example of the 
arrows we use will be at the registration point.  Route splits will be clearly marked with signs before the 
split, at the split and confirmation of which route you are on after the split. Feed stations will be clearly 
signed and warning triangles will be in place to make you aware of any particular hazards  
 

We recommend that you also carry the route with you either electronically or in paper map format. A4 

paper maps showing an overview of the route will be available at registration.  
 

A 1:50k scale OS route map will be on display at the start and at each of the feed stations. 
 

Event HQ & Parking  

The start/finish point for the sportive is:  

 

Mary Webb School 
Pontesbury 
Shropshire 
SY5 0TG 
 

Grid Ref SJ403058  
 
The school is just off the main road (A488). 
There is ample parking – please park sensibly 
and follow instructions from marshals. 
 

There are toilets and changing facilities on 
site. 
 

 
Registration  

Once you have parked, please make your way into the sports hall to register. 
 

At registration you will be given a rider number.  Please attach this to your bike so that it can be seen from 
directly in front of the bike. Zip ties will be supplied.  
 

 Registration opens at 8.00am and closes at 10.00am 

 Riders on the medium (53 mile) route can depart anytime from 8.15am to 10.00am 



 Riders on the long (88 mile) route can depart anytime from 8.15am to 9.00am.  Strictly no long 
route departures after 9.00am, please. If you have booked to ride the long route but leave after 
9.00am you will automatically be switched to the medium route. 
 

There's no official cut-off time, we'll wait until the last rider is back, but we expect everyone to finish 
before dusk.  We will be sweeping the route as the day progresses and will collect any riders who are 
struggling to get back. 
 

Feed Stations 

The long (88 mile) route has two feed stations: 
 

26 miles into the long route: 
Kerry Village Hall 
Kerry 
Newtown 
Powys 
SY16 4NX 
Grid Ref SO315289 
 

62 miles into the long route 
Lydbury North Village Hall 
Lydbury North 
Shropshire 
SY7 8AU 
Grid Ref SO350861 
 

The medium (53 mile) route has one feed station, this being Lydbury North.  This will be 32 miles into the 
medium route. 
 

The feed stations will be clearly signposted with ‘feed station ahead’.  If you overshoot, you’ll see a ‘missed 

food stop’ sign.  
 

All feed stations will have hot drinks, a range of sweet and savoury food and Stealth Advanced Nutrition 

products.  There will be vegetarian, vegan and gluten free options available at both feed stations. Much of 

the food on offer will be homemade using organic and Fairtrade ingredients. If you have any special dietary 

requirements or allergies, please let us know so that we can make sure you don’t go hungry! 
 

Track pumps, lube and basic tools will also be available at the feed stations.  
 

Medical Support/ Cover 

Qualified first aiders will be available during the event to attend to any riders in need of first aid and to call 

for emergency medical support if required.  If you are feeling unwell or injure yourself, or if you are 

concerned about another rider, please call 07501 495868. In the event of a medical emergency, call 999. 
 

Mechanical Support 

It is important that you check your bike is in good working order before embarking on the ride and that you 

carry an adequate supply of spares / a repair kit.  However, should you need assistance please call or text 

07501 495868 and we will get to you as soon as possible. We will have a broom wagon sweeping the 

course throughout the day. 
 

If you decide not to finish the ride / not to return to HQ please call or text 07501 495868 to let us know. 
 

 

 

 

 



Photography  

We regret there will not be an official photographer; however our team will be out and about armed with 

cameras. If you take any snaps yourself, please give us a shout if sharing them on social media. We’re 

@drovercycles and you might like to use the following hashtags to spread the word about riding in this 

lovely part of the world - #drovercycles  #shropshiredevil #visitshropshire #shropshirehills 

 

Pre Ride 

Please ensure that your bike is in good working order before embarking on the ride.  Track pumps, lube 

and basic tools will also be available at Event HQ for any last-minute adjustments.  

Please wear appropriate clothing for the time of year and the conditions on the day.  Bear in mind that you 

will quickly get cold on the more exposed sections of the ride if you need to stop for any reason.  
 

Wearing a cycle helmet is mandatory for all riders. Lights, particularly a rear red light, are strongly 

recommended.  If you forget something, limited spares will be available to purchase prior to departure. 
 

Food and drink will be available at the feed stations (see above) but it’s essential that you carry enough to 

keep you going between stops.  
 

During the Ride 

Safety 

You are riding on open roads, be alert to the vehicles you share the road with and always follow the 

Highway Code. 
 

Please ride responsibly and do not take any unnecessary risks – your actions could have serious 

consequences.  Think about your position on the road, other road users and local residents. 
 

Marshals are in place to ensure riders stay on course or to highlight hazardous course features.  They do 

not have the power to stop and hold traffic. 
 

You are responsible for your own actions. Do not assume it is safe to cross a junction or continue when you 

see a marshal, always check it is safe to continue yourself. 
 

Always ride on the correct side of the road. Ride no more than two abreast and single out on narrow roads 

or any sections where visibility is limited. 
 

Be prepared to encounter potential hazards on the route.  
 

In particular, we would draw your attention to: 

 Uneven / loose road surfaces and potholes. This is an issue throughout the route, exacerbated by 

recent snow and ice. On the Long Mynd loose gravel / stones are a particular problem; 

 Cattle grids.  Watch out for compacted earth and icy patches in particular; 

 Mud / leaf litter on road, in particular on steep descent from Long Mountain to Forden and on the 

descent to the Lydbury North feedstation (medium route only); 

 Horses. The most important thing is to make the rider aware of your presence. If approaching from 

behind, horses have a very large blind spot and won’t see you until you’re practically level with their 

heads. It’s vital therefore to let the riders know you’re there with a clear “good morning” or similar. 

Don’t shout overly loudly but don’t be too tentative either. A horse is far less likely to be spooked by 

the sound of your voice than by being suddenly surprised by you appearing next to them. Wait until 

they’ve acknowledged your presence and follow any instructions they may give you for passing. Read 

more on the British Cycling website.  

https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/knowledge/article/izn20150106-Horses-on-the-road-0#Q0eVBvZo1ETtTTX8.99


 Other road users, particularly at junctions and where the route joins or crosses more major roads. 

 Road works. There are a number of temporary traffic lights in place on the route and diversions due to 

road closures. Please be particularly aware of uneven surfaces / ramps etc in these areas and follow 

our pink arrows at all times.  

 

Respect 

Please respect the environment and ALL other road users.  Do not litter – take your rubbish with you or 

discard it at feed stations. We all have a part to play; rider behaviour is crucial in protecting the future of 

cycling events on public roads. 
 

Post Ride 

Hot drinks, cake and soup will be available to all riders on their return, this is included in the entry fee 

although you are welcome to make a donation to our chosen charity (see below). 
  

Please don’t forget to pick up your goody bag, medal and all personal belongings from Event HQ before 

heading home.  
 

We will circulate timings within 48 hours of the event finish. 
 

We welcome your feedback so please let us know what you enjoyed about the event, and what we could 

improve for next year. 
 

Sponsors / Event Partners 

Many thanks to the following brands for supporting the Drover Cycles Sportive Series. 

 

 

 

 

Secret Training is the brainchild of European 
Champion Track Cyclist, Tim Lawson. The 
Stealth range of nutrition products are based 
on science and real-life experience. They also 
taste great! 

This fantastic bunch of chocoholics scours the 
globe looking for great chocolate, exciting 
tastes and fabulous artwork. These elements 
are combined to create exquisitely flavoured 
giant chocolate buttons & bars. Made just a 
few miles off the Shropshire Devil route in 
Caersws! 

Almost 150 years of experience of designing 
and manufacturing bicycle tyres, and still 
with a focus on engineering excellence. 
Continental is a unique, outstanding brand – 
there’s no better choice when it comes to 
that bit of rubber between your bike and the 
road. 

 

Charity partner 

 

CYCLISTS FIGHTING CANCER enables children and young people living with 
cancer across the UK to regain their physical fitness, strength and confidence 
by giving them new bikes, adapted trikes, tandems, other equipment and 
support.  CFC is passionate about sharing the benefits of exercise and activity 
for people living with and beyond cancer. Drover Cycles has donated 10 
places per sportive to CFC, which they will sell with all proceeds going to the 
charity. We will also have collection boxes at HQ on the day and would 
welcome your donations for this very worthwhile cause. 

Contact details 

Main point of contact: 07501 495868 
Secondary point of contact (please only call if above number unavailable) 07971 391507 


