
 
 
 
2018 Herefordshire Devil Pre-Event Information 

Thank you for entering the Drover Cycles Herefordshire Devil Sportive on Sunday 13th May. Please take a 
few minutes to read the information below, which we have prepared to help ensure a safe, enjoyable day 
for all.  The event is non-competitive, it is NOT a race. It is run under standard highway conditions 
therefore all riders must abide by the rules of the road at all times. 
 
Route 
The route has been updated so please only use the gpx files supplied with this briefing as these supersede 
any previously supplied routes. You can also download gpx files from www.drovercycles.co.uk/events 
 
The route will be clearly marked (please see below for more details). 
 
We recommend that you also carry the route with you either electronically or in paper map format. A4 
paper maps showing an overview of the route will be available at registration.  
 
A 1:50k scale OS route map will be on display at the start and at each of the feed stations. 
 
Event HQ & Parking  
The start/finish point for the sportive is Leominster Community Centre 

School Road 
Leominster 
HR6 8NJ 

 
Sat Nav does not always work well in terms of directing you to this venue so please take the time to look at 
a map (e.g Google Maps) before you set off and read the directions below. 
 
There is a dedicated, free car park for the hall but the number of spaces is very limited.  Overflow parking is 
available in the Broad Street car park which is a public car park immediately adjacent to the venue.  The 
charge for parking in the public car park is £1 for the whole day.  Please make sure you bring some change!  
We would ask you to please park sensibly and follow instructions from marshals. 
 
There are toilets and changing facilities on site. There will be complimentary hot drinks.  Breakfast options 
(bacon butties, porridge, cereal, fruit) will also be available pre-departure.   
 
Directions 
Approaching via the A49 you will enter Leominster via Mill Street - the road by the service station and the 
OK Diner, go over the level crossing and at the end of Mill Street turn left - as though you are going to the 
town centre. Look for the Fire Station and Factory Shop on your left. Turn left onto Arkwright Close. Follow 
the road around to your right (public car park on left here) and then bear left into small car park, drive up 
and bear right into the Community Centre car park. 
 
Approaching via the A44 - drive to the end of Bargates and turn left at the traffic lights, following the signs 
for Shrewsbury and A49. Follow the road until you see the Fire Station and Factory Shop on your 
right. Follow the road around to your right (public car park on left here) to reach the Community Centre. 
 

www.drovercycles.co.uk/events


Pre Ride 
Please ensure that your bike is in good working order before embarking on the ride.  Track pumps, lube 
and basic tools will also be available at Event HQ for any last-minute adjustments.  
 
Please wear appropriate clothing for the time of year and the conditions on the day.  Bear in mind that you 
will quickly get cold on the more exposed sections of the ride if you need to stop for any reason.  
 
Wearing a cycle helmet is mandatory for all riders. Lights, particularly a rear red light, are strongly 
recommended.  
 
Food and drink will be available at the feed stations (see below) but it’s essential that you carry enough to 
keep you going between stops. 
 
Registration  
Once you have parked, please make your way into the hall to register. Please do not attempt to register 
before 7.00am, though you are welcome to have a hot drink and use the facilities. 
  
At registration you will be given a rider number.  Please attach this to your bike so that it can be seen from 
directly in front of the bike. Reusable zip ties will be supplied – these have a mechanism allowing them to 
be easily released. We’d really appreciate it if you would return them at the end of the sportive so we can 
reuse them.  It’s a small effort to reduce the amount of plastic waste we produce! 
 
Registration and departure times will be strictly adhered to and these are as follows: 
 

• LONG ROUTE - registration opens at 7.00am and you may depart from 7.30am - 8.00am. 

• MEDIUM & SHORT ROUTES - registration opens at 7.30am and you may depart from 8.00am - 9.00am. 
 
Feed Stations 
There are three feed stations.  If you’ve ridden the Herefordshire Devil before please note we have two 
NEW venues for 2018: 
 

 Distance from start point 

Feed Station Short Route 
(90km) 

Medium Route 
(139km) 

Long Route 
(207km) 

Knucklas Community Centre 43km 43km 43km 

Llanwrthwl Village Hall N/A N/A 126km 

Kinnerton Village Hall N/A 105km 173km 

 
All feed stations will have a selection of sweet and savoury food as well as energy products. Please tell us 
in advance if you have any special dietary requirements so that we can cater for your needs. Track 
pumps, lube, basic tools and some spare parts will also be available at the feed stations.  
 
Medical Support/ Cover 
Qualified first aiders will be available during the event to attend to any riders in need of first aid and to call 
for emergency medical support if required.  If you are feeling unwell or injure yourself, or if you are 
concerned about another rider, please call 07501 495868. In the event of a medical emergency, call 999. 
 
Mechanical Support 
Please check that your bike is in good working order before embarking on the ride and that you carry an 
adequate supply of spares / a repair kit.  However, should you need assistance please call or text 07501 
495868 and we will get to you as soon as possible. We will have a broom wagon sweeping the course 
throughout the day. 



 
If you decide not to finish the ride / not to return to HQ please call or text 07501 495868 to let us know. 
 

 
 
 
 
Route signage 
 
The route is clearly signposted with pink 
arrows on a black background (all routes).  
An example of the arrows we use will be at 
the registration point.   
 
Route splits will be clearly marked with 
signs before the split, at the split and 
confirmation of which route you are on 
after the split.  
 
Feed stations will be clearly signed and 
warning triangles will be in place to make 
you aware of any particular hazards 
 
For your safety and enjoyment on the day, 
please take a minute to familiarise yourself 
with the signage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photography  
We are delighted that Billie Charity will be joining us.  Billie is an experienced reportage and portrait 
photographer – check out her work at https://www.billiecharity.com.  She will be out and about all day, 
capturing photos of individual riders, feedstations etc. Images will be available to purchase after the event. 
 
If you’re taking photos yourself and sharing them on social media, please give us a shout! We’re 
@drovercycles  and you might like to use the following hashtags to spread the word about riding in this 
lovely part of the world! #drovercycles #droverdevils #herefordshiredevil #visitherefordshire  
 
During the Ride 

• You are riding on open roads, be alert to the vehicles you share the road with and always follow the 
Highway Code. 

• Please ride responsibly and don’t take unnecessary risks – your actions could have serious 
consequences.  Think about your position on the road, other road users and local residents. 

• You are responsible for your own actions. Do not assume it is safe to cross a junction or continue 
when you see a marshal, always check it is safe to continue yourself. 

https://www.billiecharity.com/


• Always ride on the correct side of the road. Ride no more than two abreast and single out on 
narrow roads or any sections where visibility is limited. If you approach a horse and rider from 
behind, remember to SLOW down, shout out and give plenty of space when passing. 

 
Be prepared to encounter potential hazards on the route. In particular, we would draw your attention to: 

• Uneven / loose road surfaces including gravel and mud; 

• Cattle grids; 

• Other road users, particularly at junctions and where the route joins or crosses more major roads. 
 
Respect 
Please respect the environment and ALL other road users.  Do not litter – take your rubbish with you or 
discard it at feed stations.  We all have a part to play; rider behaviour is crucial in protecting the future of 
cycling events on the public highway.  

 
Post Ride 
There will be complimentary hot food, cake and drinks at the end of the event.  

 
Sports massage will be provided by qualified therapist Marissa Bartle.  This 
is complimentary for all riders but we suggest a min donation of £5. 
  

Please ensure you collect all personal belongings from Event HQ before 
heading home. Don’t forget to pick up your goody bag and medal too! 
   

We’ll circulate timings and photos shortly after the event.  We welcome 
your feedback so please let us know what you enjoyed and any areas for improvement.  
 
Sponsors / Event Partners 
Many thanks to the following brands for supporting the Drover Cycles Sportive Series. 
 

  
 

Madison have been making rider apparel 
since 1977 but in recent years they have 
really stepped things up a gear.  A fantastic, 
comprehensive, affordable range of road, 
MTB and leisure wear is available for men, 
women and kids.  

This fantastic bunch of chocoholics scours the 
globe looking for great chocolate, exciting 
tastes and fabulous artwork. These elements 
are combined to create exquisitely flavoured 
giant chocolate buttons & bars. Made just a 
few miles off the Shropshire Devil route in 
Caersws! 

Almost 150 years of experience of designing 
and manufacturing bicycle tyres, and still 
with a focus on engineering excellence. 
Continental is a unique, outstanding brand – 
there’s no better choice when it comes to 
that bit of rubber between your bike and the 
road. 

 
Charity partner 

 

CYCLISTS FIGHTING CANCER enables children and young people living with cancer across 
the UK to regain their physical fitness, strength and confidence by giving them new bikes, 
adapted trikes, tandems, other equipment and support.  CFC is passionate about sharing the 
benefits of exercise and activity for people living with and beyond cancer. Drover Cycles has 
donated 10 places per sportive to CFC, which they will sell with all proceeds going to the 
charity. We will also have collection boxes at HQ on the day and would welcome your 
donations for this very worthwhile cause. 

Contact details 
Main point of contact: 07501 495868 
Secondary point of contact (please only call if above number unavailable) 07971 391507 


